The earliest Athabaskan language to be documented was Chipewyan (referred to 
as Montagnais in early French documents) with six 18th-century vocabularies 
beginning in 1742 (Krauss 1982). The language is spoken in the Northwest 
Territories, Saskatchewan, Alberta, and Manitoba by about 4000 people of all ages. 
Many speakers are bilingual, especially in Cree. Early work includes dictionaries in 
Petitot 1876, Lemoine 1901, and Legoff 1916, a grammar in Legoff 1889, and 
preliminary analysis and texts in Goddard 1912a followed by a study by Li on 
consonants (1933a), a stem list (1933b), grammatical sketch (1946), and text (1964). 
A collection of 19 texts, dictated by Francois Mandeville and edited by Scollon with 
facing-page translations, is in Li & Scollon 1976. (Original interlinear translations 
were omitted.) A dictionary is in Elford & Elford 1981. Developments among the 
consonants in various dialects are taken up in Haas 1968a (with glossary), Rice 1978, 
Scollon 1979a,b, and Krauss 1982a. Vowels are discussed in Cook 1983a, and the 
nature of syllable weight alternations, somewhat obscured by phonological change, 
in Cook 1977. A description of the subject, aspect, and classifier prefixes in verbs is 
in Richardson 1964, the deictic ts'e- in Saxon 1993, and a grammatical sketch in 
Richardson 1968. Classificatory verbs are described in Davidson, Elford, & Hoijer 
1963, Haas 1968, Carter 1976, and S. Rice 1998. Cook 1992b pulls together the 
functions of enclitic =u in conjoining clauses, marking yes/no questions, and 
enumerating. Carter 1975 is a full treatment of semantics, and Scollon 1977, 1985, 
and Scollon & Scollon 1979 examine aspects of discourse structure. The possibility 
is raised in Cook 1989a and 1995a tha; processes of simplification in obsolescing 
Chipewyan mirror the stages of natural acquisition. 
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